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9C9 - LANE STARK

"On the night of the full moon in Wyom-
ing Territory, somebody dies a horrible
and ghastly death by being scalped. For
months, the territory is held by the grip
of fear and Governor Hale turns to Char-
les Porter, founder of the Illinois Detec-
tive  Agency,  for  help.  Porters  two top
agents,  James Duffy and Jack  Cavill,  are
on  holiday  with  their  lady  friends,  so
Porter assigns Joe Charles and Tom Ad-
cock and scout/tracker Joseph Goodluck,
a  Mexican  Comanche,  to  the  assign-
ment. Charles, Adcock, and Goodluck re-
port to Governor Hale in Wyoming Terri-
tory.  The most  recent  full-moon killing
took  place  just  a  week  earlier  at  the
ranch  owned  by  Ben  Foster,  located
north of the capital in Cheyenne. From
the Foster  Ranch,  Goodluck tracks the
mystery killer northeast into South Dako-
ta where it appears the trail leads to the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. Goodluck
leaves  Adcock  and  Charles  behind,  as
they are not allowed on the reservation,
and he visits with the Lakota people to
see  if  they  know  anything  about  the

scalping and murders.  Goodluck learns
nothing on the reservation and returns
to Adcock and Charles to find they have
been scalped and murdered. Goodluck re-
turns to Governor Hale with the news,
which sends people all across Wyoming
Territory into a panic. Farmers and ranch-
ers  leave  the  territory  and  Hale  fears
statehood will  be delayed for decades.
Charles  Porter  sends  emergency  tele-
grams to Duffy and Cavill to return to the
office at once. When Duffy and Cavill ar-
rive,  they  are  reunited  with  Goodluck,
and the men travel to Wyoming to hunt
down  the  mysterious  full-moon  killer,
known by the people as the ghost killer"-
-"--
Rick McCallum has been a professional
stuntman,  actor  and  stunt  coordinator
for over 35 years, and has more than 75
movie and TV projects to his name. He
has been in many horror movies, most
notably  Hatchet  2  where  he  is  chain
sawed in  half  by  his  best  friend Kane
(hey, what are friends for?).. He frequent-
ly played monsters or paranormal charac-
ters. He has stunt doubled for many wel-
l-known actors, including Barry Bostwick,
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Oliver Platt, Christopher Noth, and Greg
Evigan among many others. Rick's real
passion is the paranormal which began
at age 13 and has been a lifelong pur-
suit. While working on a movie in Man-
sfield  Reformatory,  a  very  haunted  pri-
son in Ohio, he and Kane Hodder (Jason
Voorhees in Friday 13th Parts  7,  8,  9,
and 10) discovered a mutual interest in
the paranormal and founded the Holly-
wood Ghost Hunters.  They later added
R.A. Mihailoff (Leatherface, Texas Chain-
saw  Massacre  part  3).  The  three  ap-
peared  on  the  TV  show Ghost  Adven-
tures where they joined the GA crew in
an investigation at the Pico House in Los
Angeles.  This  book combines a unique
blend of stories of movies, ghost hunt-
ing, and humor as Rick recounts the ex-
traordinary happenings in his life. He has
ghost hunted all over the United States,
many  times  while  on  location  for  a
movie,  and  has  also  ghost  hunted  at
many of the most iconic haunted loca-
tions in Scotland, England, Ireland and
Australia. The locations would be a buck-
et list for most paranormal investigators,
including Waverly Sanitorium, the Queen
Mary, Pioneer Saloon, Oman House, Ross-
lyn  Chapel,  Bachelor's  Grove,  Bolton
Abbey,  Greyfriars  Cemetery,  Hellfire
Club,  Leap  Castle,  and  the  Real  Mary
King's Close. Rick relays his time living in
what may be the most haunted house in
America, and the stories that happened
there are incredible! Some of the hunts
are fun, most are intense, and the one at
Leap Castle in Ireland is the most terrify-
ing ghost experience you may ever read.
What others have to say?... Rick's con-
nection with the afterlife is undeniable,
the spirits of Leap Castle made their pres-
ence  known  to  him  before  he  even
stepped inside the building'.  Greg Ste-
wart, Scottish Paranormal .. The female
spirits,  especially  Ruby  love  Rick,  and

call out his name on the Spirit Box, or in
an actual voice you can hear every sin-
gle time he has been here, and he has
been here about a half dozen times! Jill
Allen Padovese, Director, Haunted Lock-
down,  Pioneer  Saloon..  I  remembered
Rick telling me about what happened at
Leap Castle, and when I read the book I
felt everything he was going through and
it  literally brought me to tears!!!!  Deb
White,  Paranormal  Investigator..  Rick
shows up with just a little case of equip-
ment and he gets just as much as any of
the big TV production companies.. David
Oman, the Oman House..  My most  fa-
vorite  memory  of  Rick  was  Scarefest
2018, when I watched him push a wheel
chaired attendee to  an  event  about  a
mile down the road because there wasn't
room for her on the shuttle. Shannon By-
ers, Paranormal Author.. Rick was ghost
hunting with my group at the Norwich
Theater here in England, when he and I
both saw a full body apparition six feet
from us, and we both turned and said
"did you see it too?" Mandy Fellows, Anu-
bis Paranormal Investigations... Rick's ap-
proach to investigating Mary King's Close
made it an amazing and memorable ex-
perience, his perception of his surround-
ings and the effect it  had on others was
unforgettable. J Craig Miller, Manager.. If
Rick is there, spirit is there.. Ally Reid.
Scottish Paranormal
An American writer  of  travel  guides in
need of a new location chooses to travel
to a small and obscure Eastern European
country.  The  moment  Grafton  crosses
the border he is in trouble, much more
than he could have imagined. His pass-
port is taken by guards, and then he is
detained for not having it. He is released
into the custody of a family, but is again
detained. It becomes evident that there
are supernatural agencies at work, but
they are not in some ways as threaten-
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ing as the brute forces of bureaucracy
and  corruption  in  that  country.  Is  our
hero in fact a spy for the CIA? Or is he an
innocent citizen caught in a Kafkaesque
trap? In  The Land Across,  Gene Wolfe
keeps us  guessing until  the  very  end,
and after. A Kirkus Reviews Best Fiction
Book of 2013 At the Publisher's request,
this  title  is  being  sold  without  Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) ap-
plied.
Juliette, a beautiful activist dedicated to
freeing caged animals from a secret jun-
gle lab, unwittingly releases Riordan, a
caged,  insatiable,  and  immortal  Car-
pathian thirsting for revenge against his
captors.
Set  primarily  in  Paris  and Oxford,  this
fast-paced mystery  novel  links  a  long-
missing manuscript from a famous eigh-
teenth-century philosopher with a dark
secret to a late twentieth-century mur-
der of a prominent Princeton professor.
Born in  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  Tho-
mas Wolfe (1900-1938) was one of the
most  influential  southern  writers,  widely
considered to rival his contemporary, Wil-
liam Faulkner--who believed Wolfe to be
one of the greatest talents of their gener-
ation. His novels-- including Look Home-
ward, Angel (1929); Of Time and the Riv-
er  (1935);  and the posthumously  pub-
lished The Web and the Rock (1939) and
You  Can't  Go  Home  Again  (1940)--re-
main  touchstones  of  U.S.  literature.  In
Look Abroad, Angel, Jedidiah Evans un-
covers  the  "global  Wolfe,"  reconfiguring
Wolfe's supposedly intractable homesick-
ness for the American South as a form of
longing  that  is  instead  indeterminate
and expansive. Instead of promoting and
reinforcing a narrow and cloistered for-
mulation of the writer as merely south-
ern or Appalachian, Evans places Wolfe
in  transnational  contexts,  examining

Wolfe's impact and influence throughout
Europe. In doing so, he de-territorializes
the response to Wolfe's work, revealing
the writer as a fundamentally global pres-
ence within American literature.
A  DEAD  WOLF  A  DRUG  DEAL  GONE
WRONG  A  LETHAL  FEMALE  ASSASSIN
The  first  book  in  a  new  series  by  Hans
Rosenfeldt, creator of the TV series The
Bridge  as  well  as  Netflix’s  Emmy
Award–winning Marcella.  Hannah West-
er, a policewoman in the remote north-
ern  town  of  Haparanda,  Sweden,  finds
herself on the precipice of chaos. When
human remains are found in the stom-
ach of a dead wolf, Hannah knows that
this summer won’t be like any other. The
remains are linked to a bloody drug deal
across the border in Finland. But how did
the victim end up in the woods outside
of  Haparanda?  And  where  have  the
drugs and money gone? Hannah and her
colleagues leave no stone unturned. But
time is scarce and they aren’t the only
ones  looking.  When  the  secretive  and
deadly Katja arrives, unexpected and bru-
tal events start to pile up. In just a few
days, life in Haparanda is turned upside
down. Not least for Hannah, who is final-
ly forced to confront her own past.
Inspector Samuel Tay of Singapore CID--
SIS has always been something of a re-
luctant policeman. When he thinks back,
he can't even remember why he became
a detective in the first place. Regardless,
he is very good at what he does.
This annual selection guide covers new
novels in the mystery fiction, science fic-
tion, fantasy, horror, western fiction and
romance genres. It  is intended to help
readers to choose titles of interest pub-
lished during 1995. By identifying similar-
ities in various books, it  seeks to help
readers to independently choose titles of
interest  published during 1995.  Entries
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are arranged by author within six genre
sections,  and  provide:  publisher  and
publication date; series name and num-
ber; description of characters; time/geo-
graphical setting; review citation; genre
and setting notations; and related books.
Now  a  Starz® Original  Series  "Utterly
convincing  and  engrossing---totally
thought-through  and  frequently  hilari-
ous....Even  this  aging,  jaded,  atten-
tion-deficit-disordered  critic  was  blown
away."  --Lev Grossman,  Time Myfanwy
Thomas awakens in a London park sur-
rounded by dead bodies. With her memo-
ry gone, she must trust the instructions
left  by her former in order to survive.
She quickly learns that she is a Rook, a
high-level operative in a secret agency
that protects the world from supernatu-
ral threats. But there is a mole inside the
organization, and this person wants her
dead. Battling to save herself, Myfanwy
will encounter a person with four bodies,
a woman who can enter her dreams, chil-
dren  transformed  into  deadly  fighters,
and  terrifyingly  vast  conspiracy.  Sus-
penseful and hilarious, THE ROOK is an
outrageously imaginative thriller for read-
ers who like their espionage with a dol-
lop of purple slime.
A spook-tacular collection of ghost sto-
ries by one of the masters of the genre,
introduced by Pulitzer Prize-winning au-
thor Chabon.
The story of the most terrifying case of
demonic possession in the United States.
It became the basis for the hit film “The
Haunting in Connecticut” starring Virgi-
nia  Madsen.  Shortly  after  moving  into
their new home, the Snedeker family is
assaulted  by  a  sinister  presence  that
preys  one-by-one  on  their  family.  Ex-
hausting all other resources, they call up
the  world-renowned  demonologists  Ed
and  Lorraine  Warren—who have  never
encountered  a  case  as  frightening  as

this... No one had warned the Snedekers
their new house used to be an old funer-
al home. Their battle with an inexplica-
ble and savage phenomena had only just
begun. What started as a simple “pol-
tergeist” escalated into a full-scale war,
an average American family battling the
deepest,  darkest  forces  of  evil—a  war
this family could not afford to lose.
If you think ghosts are only responsible
for hauntings, think again. The Demonol-
ogist reveals the grave religious process
behind supernatural events and how it
can happen to you.  Used as a text in
seminaries and classrooms, this is  one
book  you  can't  put  down.  For  over  five
decades  Ed  and  Loraine  Warren  have
been considered America's foremost ex-
perts on demonology and exorcism. With
over 3,000 investigations to their credit,
they  reveal  what  actually  breaks  the
peace in haunted houses. Expertly writ-
ten by Gerald Daniel Brittle, a nonfiction
writer with advanced degrees in litera-
ture and psychology specializing in mysti-
cal theology. Don't miss the Warrens in
the new movie "The Conjuring."
The authors examine a variety of sub-
jects  in  the  field  of  the  occult  and  how
they  can  be  explained  through simple
physics or probability.
The religious fervor known as the Ghost
Dance  movement  was  precipitated  by
the prophecies and teachings of a north-
ern Paiute Indian named Wovoka (Jack
Wilson). During a solar eclipse on New
Year’s Day, 1889, Wovoka experienced a
revelation  that  promised  harmony,  re-
birth, and freedom for Native Americans
through the repeated performance of the
traditional Ghost Dance. In 1890 his mes-
sage spread rapidly among tribes, devel-
oping an intensity that alarmed the feder-
al government and ended in tragedy at
Wounded Knee. While the Ghost Dance
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phenomenon is well known, never before
has its founder received such full and au-
thoritative treatment.  Indispensable  for
understanding  the  prophet  behind  the
messianic  movement,  Wovoka and the
Ghost Dance addresses for the first time
basic questions about his message and
This  expanded  edition  includes  a  new
chapter  and  appendices  covering
sources on Wovoka discovered since the
first edition, as well as a supplemental bi-
bliography.
The story of Eastern Germany--and a peo-
ple lost between two cultures.
Deals  with  the  persistent  tension  in
Melville's literary and personal life that
came from his  desire,  because  of  the
traumatic loss of his father, to retreat in-
to a condition of childish dependency at
the same time that he felt the need to
fulfill the male traditions.
A brilliant sequel to Juggling the Stars,
Mimi's Ghost recounts the further misad-
ventures of the hapless & homicidal Mor-
ris Duckworth.
The detective genre has explored super-
natural and paranormal themes through-
out its colorful history. Stories of detec-
tives  investigating  spiritualists,  ghostly
apparitions,  the  occult  and  psychics
have  spanned  pulp  fiction  magazines,
comic books, novels, film, television, ani-
mation and video games. This encyclope-
dia covers the history of the genre in its
multiple forms and informs and adds to
the knowledge of either the new or in-
formed reader. Its A-Z format provides
ready reference by title. Detective fans
browsing for new discoveries will enjoy
the entertaining style.
A wildly charming and fast-paced mys-
tery written with all the panache of the
hardboiled classics,  Fortune Favors the
Dead introduces Pentecost  and Parker,
an audacious new detective duo for the

ages.  “Razor-sharp  style,  tons  of  flair,  a
snappy sense of humor, and all the most
satisfying elements of a really good noir
novel, plus plenty of original twists of its
own.”—Tana French,  bestselling  author
of The Searcher It's 1942 and Willowjean
"Will" Parker is a scrappy circus runaway
whose  knife-throwing  skills  have  just
saved the life of New York's best,  and
most  unorthodox,  private  investigator,
Lillian Pentecost. When the dapper detec-
tive summons Will a few days later, she
doesn't expect to be offered a life-chang-
ing proposition: Lillian's multiple sclero-
sis means she can't keep up with her old
case load alone, so she wants to hire Will
to be her right-hand woman. In return,
Will  is  to  receive  a  salary,  room and
board, and training in Lillian's very partic-
ular art of investigation. Three years lat-
er,  Will  and  Lillian  are  on  the  Collins
case:  Abigail  Collins  was  found  blud-
geoned to death with a crystal ball follow-
ing a big, boozy Halloween party at her
home—her  body slumped in  the same
chair where her steel magnate husband
shot  himself  the year  before.  With ru-
mors flying that  Abigail  was bumped off
by  the  vengeful  spirit  of  her  husband
(who else could have gotten inside the
locked room?), the family has tasked the
detectives  with  finding  answers  where
the police have failed. But that's easier
said than done in a case that involves
messages  from the  dead,  a  seductive
spiritualist, and Becca Collins—the beau-
tiful daughter of the deceased, who Will
quickly starts falling for. When Will and
Becca's relationship dances beyond the
professional, Will finds herself in danger-
ous  territory,  and  discovers  she  may
have become the murderer's  next  tar-
get.
Created around the world and available
only on the web, Internet "television" se-
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ries are independently produced, mostly
low budget shows that often feature tal-
ented but unknown performers. Typically
financed  through  crowd-funding,  they
are filmed with borrowed equipment and
volunteer casts and crews, and viewers
find  them  through  word  of  mouth  or  by
chance. The fourth in a series covering
Internet TV, this book takes a compre-
hensive look at 1,121 comedy series pro-
duced exclusively for online audiences.
Alphabetical  entries  provide  websites,
dates,  casts,  credits,  episode lists  and
storylines.
When the local mailman inherits a haunt-
ed house and demands an exorcism, Pen
must act fast to save her favorite ghost
in this Haunted Bookshop mystery from
New York Times bestselling author Cleo
Coyle,  writing as Alice Kimberly.  Book-
shop owner Penelope Thornton-McClure
didn’t  believe in ghosts—until  she met
the spirit of hard-boiled 1940s detective
Jack Shepard. And when Pen’s friend and
mailman,  Seymour  Tarnish,  gets  into
deep trouble,  Pen not only believes in
her ghost—she also thinks he can help...
An elderly lady of leisure has been found
dead  on  posh  Larchmont  Avenue,  her
will recently, and suspiciously, revised to
name Seymour as heir to her mansion.
Just as eyes turn to him as the murder-
er—and Seymour gets busy settling into
his ritzy digs—the mansion’s ghosts be-
gin plaguing him. So he hires a team of
parapsychologists to exorcise all the spir-
its from the town of Quindicott—and that
includes Jack Shepard. Now Pen must act
fast—because  losing  Jack  scares  Pen
more than rattling chains and cold spot-
s...
A young art critic is forced to endure the
wrath of Wolf Larsen, captain of the seal-
ing schooner which rescues him after a
shipwreck.
A haunting story of magic and myth, of

one boy caught between worlds, and of
the lengths he will travel to save those
he loves.  "Dark,  magical,  and mysteri-
ous, Bone Jack captured me and carried
me  away."  —Rebecca  Stead,  Newbery
Medal-winning  author  of  When  You
Reach Me and Goodbye Stranger Times
have been tough for Ash lately, and all
he wants is for everything to go back to
the  way  it  used  to  be.  Back  before
drought  ruined  the  land  and  disease
killed  off  the  livestock.  Before  Ash’s  fa-
ther went off to war and returned carry-
ing psychological scars. Before his best
friend, Mark, started acting strangely. As
Ash  trains  for  his  town’s  annual  Stag
Chase—a race rooted in violent, ancient
lore—he’s certain that if he can win and
make his father proud, life will return to
normal. But the line between reality and
illusion is rapidly blurring, and the past
has a way of  threatening the present.
When a run in the mountains brings Ash
face-to-face  with  Bone  Jack—a  figure
that guards the boundary between the
living  world  and  the  dead—everything
changes  once  more.  As  dark  energies
take root and the world as he knows it is
upended, it’s up to Ash to restore things
to their proper order and literally run for
his  life.  Praise  for  Bone  Jack:  A  2015
Carnegie Medal nominee A 2015 Bran-
ford Boase Award nominee "Though this
might seem like justanother ghost story,
there’s subtle depth here, too, and teen
fans  of  both  horror  and  literary  fiction
will  findlots to like." —Booklist "Crowe is
a masterly storyteller whose lyrical prose
will enthrall young readers. A page-turn-
ing  and  atmospheric  offering  for  middle
graders  who  crave  dark  fantasy."  —S-
chool Library Journal "Crowe is particular-
ly  effective  in  evoking  the  sensory  ele-
ments of the natural world...eminiscent
of David Almond’s work in its sensuality
and mysticism." —Horn Book "British au-
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thor Crowe crafts a tense, atmospheric
tale steeped in folklore, where the sett-
ing itself comes alive. It’s a quick but me-
morable read, and a fascinating take on
the power of belief and healing." —Pub-
lishers  Weekly  "The  action  scenes
around the chase itself are gripping, with
lots of  high drama and no guaranteed
happy outcome. What’s even more mem-
orable, however, is the lingering feeling
of loss that shapes so many lives in this
British  import;  plenty  of  real-life  mon-
sters like war, depression, and isolation
haunt people as much as ghostly hound
boys."  —BCCB  "[P]owerful  and  beguil-
ing." —Telegraph "A lovely, eerie adven-
ture, balancing the ancient magic with
Ash's  very  real  character  growth."
—Kirkus  Reviews
New York Times bestselling author John
Connolly is a master of the supernatural
thriller—“a  genre  of  one”  (Bookre-
porter)—whose  eerie  and  electrifying
Charlie  Parker  mystery  turns  a  small
town in Maine into an unforgettable char-
acter that threatens to destroy the brood-
ing  private  investigator.  The  isolated
community of Prosperous, Maine, has al-
ways  thrived.  While  others  suffered,  the
people there have remained fortunate,
wealthy, secure, and insular throughout
the centuries. Miles to the south, in Port-
land, a homeless man dies, and the dis-
turbing manner of his death brings Pros-
perous to the attention of the private in-
vestigator Charlie Parker. He is a danger-
ous man,  driven by compassion,  rage,
and the desire for vengeance. Prosper-
ous and its townsfolk recognize that he
poses a threat to their security that runs
deeper than any in their long history. But
this community has its own way of pro-
tecting itself, and its sheltered residents
have marked Charlie for death so that
Prosperous may survive. Prosperous, and

the secret that is buried beneath it…
The shocking true case of demonic pos-
session from the reporters who first cov-
ered it in the Boston Herald. The case
was discussed and you can watch the re-
al  exorcism footage in the blockbuster
horror  film  The  Conjuring.  When  terrify-
ing, bizarre things kept happening to a
hard-working Massachusetts farmer,  he
did what anyone would do. First he went
to the local police chief. Then he went to
his priest. And then he went to Ed and
Lorraine  Warren,  the  world’s  most  fa-
mous  demonologists  who  investigated
the “The Amityville Horror” and other ter-
rifying cases of  demonic possession.  It
was the Warrens who called in one of
America’s most renowned exorcists, Bish-
op Robert McKenna. What they all experi-
enced is described in this extraordinary
book.  Absolutely  terrifying.  Absolutely
true.  Don't  miss  the  Warrens'  new  film
"Annabelle"  (October,  2014).
Horror novelist Peter Straub creates high-
ly  personalized  fiction  with  an  allusive-
ness and ambiguity that deny the gen-
re's explicit nature. For him, the Gothic
style is to be created and recreated in a
changing  world--Faustian  pacts,  buried
secrets,  haunted  places,  ghosts,  vam-
pires and succubi take on strange new
shapes  and  effects.  Stephen  King  de-
scribes Straub's style as "a synthesis of
horror  and  beauty."  Drawing  on  inter-
views with Straub and featuring an exclu-
sive interview with King, this study ex-
plores the work of the author who has
been called "a writer of rare wit and intel-
ligence in a field beset  with cynical  pot-
boilers" (Douglas E. Winter, Washington
Post, October 14, 1984).
Defines  telepathy,  clairvoyance,  precog-
nition,  and  psychokinesis,  and  advises
psychotherapists how to distinguish be-
tween psychotic delusions and possibly
genuine psychic experiences.
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Explains why Christianity developed the
way it did, drawing on the anger of the
lower class against  Roman wealth and
power,  and  shows  how early  Christian
writers  altered historical  facts  to  "sell"
the new religion to potential converts
Shortly after the events in Return of the
Jedi, newlyweds Han Solo and Leia Orga-
na Solo journey to Tatooine to recover a
famous work of art that conceals a spy
code, and their quest leads them to the
discovery of an extraordinary link to the
past.
The  explosive  and  controversial  debut
novel  by  a  major  new  voice  in  fiction
Meet Tristan Hart, a brilliant young man
of means. The year is 1751, and at the
age of twenty he leaves home to study
medicine at the great hospital of St. Tho-
mas in London. It will be a momentous
year for the intellectually ambitious Mr.
Hart, who, in addition to being a student
of Locke and Descartes and a promising
young physician, is also, alas, psychotic.
He is obsessed with the nature of pain
and medically preventing it, but—equally
strong and much harder  to  control—is
his obsession with causing it. Desperate
to understand his deviant desires before
they are his undoing, he uses the new
tools of the age—reason and science and
skepticism—to plumb the depths of his
own dark mind. Profoundly imaginative,
unexpectedly funny, and with a strange
but moving love story at its heart, The
Tale of Raw Head and Bloody Bones is
an  oddly  beautiful  and  daring  novel
about the relationship between the mind
and body, sex, madness, pain, and the
existence of God.
A man falls in the snow, hits his head on
a curb, and dies. But something strange
occurs:  the  man  doesn't  die,  and  the
ghost that's been sent to take his soul to
the  afterlife  is  flabbergasted.  Going  im-
mediately  to  its  boss,  the  ghost  asks,

what should Id
A careful  consideration of the place of
families in our national fabric.
Away from home, Tristan soon finds him-
self  in a spectral  battle that threatens
not only his sanity but also his relation-
ship with Wolf.
Provides annotated entries for series ap-
pealing to readers in grades 3-12
In the last thirty years the living-dead,
the  revenant,  the  phantom,  and  the
crypt have appeared with increasing fre-
quency in Jacques Derrida's writings and,
for  the  most  part,  have  gone  unad-
dressed. In Cryptomimesis Jodey Castri-
cano examines the intersection between
Derrida's writing and the Gothic to theo-
rize what she calls Derrida's "poetics of
the crypt."
'Like Lorna Sage's "Bad Blood", "Giving
Up the Ghost" is a story of childhood that
is also a piece of history. A masterpiece.'
Rachel  Cusk  "Giving  Up  the  Ghost"  is
award-winning  novelist  Hilary  Mantel's
wry, shocking and beautifully written au-
tobiography. It opens in 1995 with 'A Se-
cond Home', in which Mantel describes
the  death  of  her  stepfather,  a  death
which leaves her deeply troubled by the
unresolved  events  of  childhood.  'Now
Geoffrey  Don't  Torment  Her'  begins  in
typical, gripping Mantel fashion: 'Two of
my relatives have died by fire.'  Set  dur-
ing the 1950s, it takes the reader into
the  muffled  consciousness  of  her  early
childhood, culminating with the birth of a
younger  brother  and  the  strange  can-
dlelit ceremony of her mother's 'church-
ing'.  Mantel  then moves to  a  haunted
house and mysteriously gains a stepfa-
ther. When she is almost eleven, her fam-
ily  flee  the  gossips  and  the  ghosts,  and
resolve to start a new life. Teenage per-
plexity  displaces  childhood  dreams  of
Arthurian knights as her home turns into
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a place where the keeping of secrets has
become a way of life. Convent school pro-
vides a certain sanctuary, with tacit assis-
tance from the fearsome 'Top Nun'. After
making  good  her  escape  to  university
and her  own marriage,  the  author  re-

veals how, through medical misunders-
tandings and neglect,  she came to be
childless, and how the ghosts of the un-
born, like chances missed or pages un-
turned, have come to haunt her life as a
writer.


