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F65 - BRENDAN JULIAN

Eminent black social ethicist Peter Paris fo-
cuses on African "spirituality"--the reli-
gious and moral values pervading tradition-
al African religious worldviews. Paris's care-
ful scholarship and his eye for value in
varying cultural milieus combine to model
comparative cultural analysis and to clarify
cultural foundations of black ethical life.
Despite the many Public Health successes
over the last century, health disparity cont-
inues to exist in in American society. This
introductory text addresses this topic head
on, exploring steps that must be taken to
prepare for the rapidly changing demo-
graphics in American society, including im-
migration reform (emerging majorities),
and evidenced based information substan-
tiating the fact that diversity matters in
terms of the provision of health care.

That white Americans continue to insist up-
on a white Christ in the face of all histori-
cal evidence to the contrary and despite
the hundreds of shrines to Black Madon-
nas all over the world, is the crowning de-
monstration of their white supremacist con-
viction that all things good and valuable
must be white. On the other hand, until
black Christians are ready to challenge
this lie, they have not freed themselves
from their spiritual bondage to the white
man nor established in their own minds
their right to first-class citizenship in
Christ's kingdom on earth.

This book explores the genealogy of Jamai-
can dancehall while questioning whether
dancehall has a spiritual underscoring,
foregrounding dance, and cultural expres-
sion. This study identifies the performance
and performative (behavioural actions)
that may be considered as representing
spiritual ritual practices within the reggae/-
dancehall dance phenomenon. It does so
by juxtaposing reggae/dancehall against Ja-
maican African/neo-African spiritual prac-
tices such as Jonkonnu masquerade, Revi-

valism and Kumina, alongside Christianity
and post-modern holistic spiritual ap-
proaches. This book will be of great inter-
est to students and scholars in perfor-
mance studies, popular culture, music, the-
ology, cultural studies, Jamaican/-
Caribbean culture, and dance specialists.

From well-known intellectuals such as Fred-
erick Douglass and Nella Larsen to of-
ten-obscured thinkers such as Amina Bara-
ka and Bernardo Ruiz Suarez, black theo-
rists across the globe have engaged in sus-
tained efforts to create insurgent and re-
silient forms of thought. New Perspectives
on the Black Intellectual Tradition is a col-
lection of twelve essays that explores th-
ese and other theorists and their contribu-
tions to diverse strains of political, social,
and cultural thought. The book examines
four central themes within the black intel-
lectual tradition: black internationalism, re-
ligion and spirituality, racial politics and
struggles for social justice, and black radi-
calism. The essays identify the emergence
of black thought within multiple communi-
ties internationally, analyze how black
thinkers shaped and were shaped by the
historical moment in which they lived, in-
terrogate the ways in which activists and
intellectuals connected their theoretical
frameworks across time and space, and as-
sess how these strains of thought bol-
stered black consciousness and resistance
worldwide. Defying traditional temporal
and geographical boundaries, New Per-
spectives on the Black Intellectual Tradi-
tion illuminates the origins of and conduits
for black ideas, redefines the relationship
between black thought and social action,
and challenges long-held assumptions
about black perspectives on religion, race,
and radicalism. The intellectuals profiled in
the volume reshape and redefine the con-
tours and boundaries of black thought, fur-
ther illuminating the depth and diversity of
the black intellectual tradition.

An accessible introduction to Black Theolo-

gy, helping readers understand the inherit-
ed legacy of 'race', ethnicity, difference
and racism, as well as the diversity and vi-
brancy of this movement.

This book explores how pivotal Instagram
Live events Club Quarantine and Verzuz
have provided respite from social isolation
and a rearticulated space for Black cultural
engagement in the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic and increased racial tensions in
the United States.

"Chireau has written a marvelous text on
an important dimension of African Ameri-
can religious culture. Expanding beyond
the usual focus of scholarship on Christiani-
ty, she describes and analyzes the world
of magical-medical-religious practice, chal-
lenging hallowed distinctions among "reli-
gion" and "magic." Anyone interested in
African American religion will need to reck-
on seriously with Chireau's text on con-
jure."—Albert J. Raboteau, Princeton Uni-
versity "Deprived of their own traditions
and defined as chattel, enslaved Africans
formed a new orientation in America. Con-
juring—operating alongside of and within
both the remnants of African culture and
the acquired traditions of North Ameri-
ca—served as a theoretical and practical
mode of deciphering and divining within
this, enabling them to create an alternate
meaning of life in the New World.
Chireau's is the first full-scale treatment of
this important dimension of African Ameri-
can culture and religion. A wonderful
book!"—Charles H. Long, Professor of Histo-
ry of Religions University of California, San-
ta Barbara and author of Significations:
Signs, Symbols and Images in the Interpre-
tation of Religion

Divining the Self weaves elements of per-
sonal narrative, myth, history, and interpre-
tive analysis into a vibrant tapestry that
reflects the textured, embodied, and per-
formative nature of scripture and scriptu-
ralizing practices. Velma Love examines
the Odu—the Yoruba sacred scriptures—a-



long with the accompanying mythology,
philosophy, and ritual technologies en-
gaged by African Americans. Drawing from
the personal narratives of African Ameri-
can Ifa practitioners along with additional
ethnographic fieldwork conducted in Oyo-
tunji African Village, South Carolina, and
New York City, Love’s work explores the
ways in which an ancient worldview sur-
vives in modern times. Divining the Self al-
so takes up the challenge of determining
what it means for the scholar of religion to
study scripture as both text and perfor-
mance. This work provides an excellent
case study of the sociocultural pheno-
menon of scripturalizing practices.

British Dance, Black Routes is an outstand-
ing collection of writings which re-reads
the achievements of Black British dance
artists, and places them within a broad his-
torical, cultural and artistic context. Until
now discussion of choreography by Black
dance practitioners has been dominated
by the work of African-American artists, fa-
cilitated by the civil rights movement. But
the work produced by Black British artists
has in part been within the context of Bri-
tain’s colonial legacy. Ramsay Burt and
Christy Adair bring together an array of
leading scholars and practitioners to re-
view the singularity and distinctiveness of
the work of British-based dancers who are
Black and its relation to the specificity of
Black British experiences. From sub-Sa-
haran West African and Caribbean dance
forms to jazz and hip-hop, British Dance,
Black Routes looks afresh at over five de-
cades of artistic production to provide an
unparalleled resource for dance students
and scholars.

African American spirituality was forged in
the fiery furnace of slavery, segregation,
and ongoing racial discrimination in both
church and society. But African Americans
are a people who are strengthened rather
than weakened by their experience. This
volume traces how African Americans
have articulated their faith and love of God
in language, song, and daily living. Beginn-
ing with its spiritual roots in Africa, Hayes
shows how African American spirituality en-
compassed and incorporated the experi-
ence of slavery and the encounter with
Christianity. Remarkably, African American
slaves were able to find in the religion of
their oppressors a message of hope, affir-
mation, and resistance. Through stories,
song, distinctive forms of prayer, celebra-
tion, and prophetic witness, Hayes shows
how the spirituality of African Americans
has nurtured their survival as well as pro-
moting action on behalf of the community
and the greater society.

A message of spiritual empowerment for
African American men combines parables,

meditation, prayer, and ritual to guide
them

An ethnographic study of the role of reli-
gion in the life of a southern rural commu-
nity.

African Spirituality in Black Women's Fic-
tion traces the beginnings and transforma-
tions of African spirituality in African Ameri-
can women's literature, and culminates
with an examination of its return to center
stage in the fiction of black Renaissance
writers, Nella Larsen and Zora Neale Hurs-
ton. It is distinct in its employment of a di-
achronic lens to examine specific African
spiritual elements that can be traced from
early to modern black women's fiction.

At this historic moment of global revolu-
tions for social justice inspired by the
Black Lives Matter movement, the philoso-
phy of Black Consciousness has ree-
merged and gripped the imagination of a
new generation, and of the merciless expo-
sure by COVD-19 of the devastating, long-
existent fault lines in our societies. Frantz
Fanon, James Baldwin, and Steve Biko
have been rediscovered and reclaimed. In
this powerful book Black liberation theolo-
gian and activist Allan Boesak explores the
deep connections between Black Cons-
ciousness, Black theology, and the strug-
gles against racism, domination, and impe-
rial brutality across the world today. In a
careful, meticulous, and sometimes surpris-
ing rereading of Steve Biko's classic, |
Write What | Like, Boesak re_ects on the
astounding relevance of Black Conscious-
ness for the current academic debates on
decolonization and coloniality, Africanity
and imperialism, as well as for the strug-
gles for freedom, justice, and human digni-
ty in the streets. With passion, forthright-
ness, and inspiring eloquence Boesak
brings his considerable political experi-
ence and deep theological insight to bear
in his argument for a global ethic of solidar-
ity and resistance in the ongoing struggles
against empire. Beginning with Biko's
“Where do we go from here?,” progressing
to Baldwin’s “the _re next time,” and end-
ing with Martin Luther King Jr.’s “_ere is no
stopping short of victory,” this is a sober-
ing, hopeful, and inspiring book

In the face of centuries of institutional and
interpersonal racism, in light of the signals
they receive from society, and given the
choices they must make about what they
want from life and how to go about getting
it--how can Black men in America realize
their full potential? In Black Man Emerging,
psychologists Joseph L. White and James
H. Cones lll fashion a moving psychologi-
cal and social portrait that reflects their
personal views on the struggle of Black
men against oppression and for self-deter-

mination. Using numerous case histories
and biographical sketches of Black men
who have failed and those who have pre-
vailed, the authors describe strategies for
responding to racism and entrenched pow-
er--underscoring the healing capacity of re-
ligion, family, Black consciousness move-
ments, mentorships, educational pro-
grams, paid employment, and other posi-
tive forces. They also explore the concept
of identity as it applies to being Black and
male and ithe influence of Black men on
American culture. Black Man Emerging is a
poignant and personal discussion of the is-
sues facing and felt by Black men in this
country and an important commentary on
the conflicts born of human diversity.

Given the ways in which spirituality func-
tions in the work of such Black women writ-
ers and filmmakers as Toni Morrison,
Ntozake Shange, Maya Angelou, Julie
Dash, and Euzhan Palcy, Judylyn Ryan pro-
poses in this challenging new study that
what these women embrace in their narra-
tive construction and characterization is
the role and responsibility of the priestess,
bearing and distributing life-force to sus-
tain the community of people who read
and view their work. Central to these wom-
en's vision of transformation is what Ryan
calls a paradigm of growth and an ethos of
interconnectedness, which provide inter-
pretive models for examining and teaching
a broad range of artistic, cultural, and so-
cial texts. The focus on theology provides
a new way of viewing the connections
among New World African diaspora reli-
gious traditions, challenging the wide-
spread and reductive assumption that
Afro-Christianity shares no philosophical
commonalities with Santeria, Candomble

This dictionary attempts to give direct ac-
cess to the development of Christian Spiri-
tuality. It is a series of pieces written by ex-
perts to provide instant, accurate and
thought-provoking information of high
scholarship.

An accessible introduction to Black Theolo-
gy, helping readers understand the inherit-
ed legacy of ‘race’, ethnicity, difference
and racism, as well as the diversity and vi-
brancy of this movement.

The central idea behind this book is that
black American spirituality has the power
to accentuate, inform and strengthen
black life. As a result of the gains made in
pursuit of their emancipation, black Ameri-
cans have developed a spiritual gift of re-
sourcefulness that compels them to con-
front and transform the forces of evil and
oppression that have instigated their
demise. Hence the creation of a culture of
spirituality and a spirituality of culture
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through creative and resistant soul force.

The new second edition of this forward--
thinking text goes beyond the discussion
of health disparities to highlight the impor-
tance of health equity. As the title
suggests, Health Equity, Diversity and In-
clusion: Contexts, Controversies, and Solu-
tions helps the reader understand key so-
cial justice issues relevant to health dispar-
ities and/or health equity, taking the read-
er from the classroom to the real world to
implement new solutions. The new Second
Edition features: « Two new chapters: one
on the impact of urban education on urban
health and another covering the elderly
and health equity *Updated and enhanced
coverage on men’s health, demographic
data, the importance of cultural proficien-
cy, maternal mortality and Black women,
and much more. * Current trends and
movements, including the role of social me-
dia in the provision of health care informa-
tion for improved health literacy; mass in-
carceration and criminal justice reform;
and much more.

On 12th September 1977, Steve Biko was
murdered in his prison cell. He was only
31, but his vision and charisma - captured
in this collection of his work - had already
transformed the agenda of South African
politics. This book covers the basic philoso-
phy of black consciousness, Bantustans,
African culture, the institutional church
and Western involvement in apartheid.
This perceptive study of African American
spirituality sees the experience of the Afri-
can American church as an example for all
other peoples in their struggles for libera-
tion from the world's shackles.

While nation engages in debates concern-
ing central issues of religion and religious
diversity in education, the historic saliency
of religion and spirituality in the Black com-
munity and in the education of its children
continues to be largely ignored. Historical-
ly, religion and spirituality were foundation-
al to the development and understanding
of social justice issues, including, but not
limited to, issues of protest, community up-
-lift, notions of care, and anti-oppression.
Taking into account the historical signifi-
cance of religion and spirituality in the
Black community, it is essential for educa-
tion scholars to cultivate these long-stand-
ing connections as a means for advancing
contemporary struggles for social justice,
religiosity in education, and counter-hege-
monic praxis. The purpose of this book is
to expand our understanding of spirituality
and religion as related to the p-20 school-
ing of Blacks students. Educational scholar-
ship continues to explore the workings of
social justice to ameliorate inequities for
those who have not been well served in

schools. Although the concept of social jus-
tice remains a somewhat inchoate term in
educational literature, this book seeks to
explore the historicity of religion and spiri-
tuality while offering a scaffold that links
ordinary everyday acts of justice, religion,
and spirituality in education to a culture
that systematically and institutionally as-
saults the worth of Black students. It is im-
portant to note that this book is grounded
in a broad concept of religion and spirituali-
ty and the editors seek to be inclusive of
all types, styles, and traditions of religiosi-
ty and spirituality.

African American spirituality plays a cen-
tral role in the formation and practice of
Black freedom in America. This freedom is
primarily spiritual and cultural and has a
significant role in shaping Black conscious-
ness, behavior and belief.lt has created a
cultural archive or black culture soul,
which shapes the colors, content, timber
and texture of the African American com-
munities.Unlike other paradigms which
posit the social, political and economic im-
peratives of freedom, the African Ameri-
can model stipulates the vital role of Black
spirituality. This spirituality embodies the
creation and sustenance of Black culture,
establishes psychological and spiritual relo-
cation in response to oppression, and
equips African Americans with the spiritual
tools for their physical, vocational and insti-
tutional survival.A central thesis of the
book is that African American spirituality,
by the way it shapes and informs black
life, creates a unique praxis of freedom.
Most importantly is the way Black spirituali-
ty is expressed in Black culture, the Black
church and Black life values.Creativity is,
therefore, essential to freedom. That free-
dom is manifested in everything from the
development of jazz as a sui generis and
indigenous art form, to the ways Black peo-
ple walk, talk, interpret and oppositionally
express themselves in the world.Such crea-
tivity is indispensable to the formation and
preservation of Black life. It has been used
by African Americans as a powerful
weapon in maintaining identity and creat-
ing a spirituality of culture and a culture of
spirituality, which have largely thwarted
their complete psychological and physical
annihilatio

Author Amira Davis highlights connections
between her vocation as a Jalimusa, or cul-
tural storyteller; mothering narratives of
other women; and the awesome undertak-
ing of rearing healthy and well-adjusted,
culturally conscious children. Davis is a
mother, grandmother, great-grandmother,
community ""othermother"" and maternal
activist. She is also an educator and advo-
cate for community literacy development,

and is committed to the cultural, social, in-
tellectual, and economic uplift of Africana
people.

The author, T. Lindsey-Billingsley, has
compiled a no-nonsense philosophical
study guide exploring racial origins, the
African origins of humanity, and prehis-
toric Kemetic influence throughout the
world. The main focus of these studies is
on the anthropological and physiological
makeup of racial groups, with indepth re-
search into both the 'Out of Africa' theo-
ries and divine creationism myths. Billings-
ley supplies concrete evidence to support
her conclusions on the true human experi-
ence, in lieu of, popular speculation and
theory devoid of logic and sound proof. In
this, and subsequent volumes, the author
will establish a new perspective of thinking
that will tempt you to challenge the validi-
ty of theological creationism and evolu-
tion, whilst substantiating a strong posi-
tion on intelligent design and extraterres-
trial intervention.

New Age Bible of Mother Africa (Vol. 2);
Standard Gray-Scale Edition: The author,
T. Lindsey-Billingsley, has compiled a no-
nonsense philosophical study guide explor-
ing racial origins, the African origins of hu-
manity, and prehistoric Kemetic influence
throughout the world. The main focus of th-
ese studies is on the anthropological and
physiological makeup of racial groups,
with indepth research into both the 'Out of
Africa' theories and divine creationism
myths. Billingsley supplies concrete evi-
dence to support her conclusions on the
true human experience, in lieu of, popular
speculation and theory devoid of logic and
sound proof. In this, and subsequent vol-
umes, the author will establish a new per-
spective of thinking that will tempt you to
challenge the validity of theological crea-
tionism and evolution, whilst substantiat-
ing a strong position on intelligent design
and extraterrestrial intervention. In these
studies, we will examine the tie between
primates, humans, extraterrestrial crea-
tors, and rare human blood-types. Billings-
ley touches on numerous relative subjects:
from ancient alien ancestors, living ho-
minids, lost ancient cities, and the mys-
teries of our world's pyramids. With solid
research, and justified scrutiny, this author
holds no punches when exposing the truth
of human origins, hidden history, and eso-
teric ancient knowledge. Billingsley has
broken open the vaults of truth, well-guard-
ed by age-old secret societies; and is elo-
guently revealing the long-lost, controver-
sial, secrets of the human species. Each
chapter is jam-packed with lecture, backed
by scientific articles, data, and mind-blow-
ing images to drive home the intended wis-
dom of each arcane lesson plan. Each vol-



ume is a fulfilling journey into scientific cre-
ationism and the cosmic mysteries of the
complete human experience.

Dear to the hearts of many Christians is
the land of the Bible, which today is con-
vulsed by strife. Contradictory claims
about the past, present, and future of this
land can bewilder us. The essays in this
volume invite Christians of every denomi-
nation to share in perspectives that are
solidly grounded in Scripture and tradition,
yet serve as alternatives to the currently
prevailing approaches. A Lutheran, two Ro-
man Catholics, two Episcopalians (one of
whom is also a member of the American
Baptist Church), an Eastern Orthodox Chris-
tian, and a Congregational (United Church
of Christ) pastor explore the ramifications,
for today's ongoing crisis, of ancient Is-
rael's Covenant, of the early church's theo-
logical insights, and of the post-Reforma-
tion experiences of various branches of
Christianity.

John Coltrane's unique and powerful saxo-
phonic sound is commonly recognized
among jazz scholars and fans alike as hav-
ing a "spiritual" nature, imbued with the
perfomer's soul, which deeply touches mu-
sicians and listeners worldwide. This rev-
ered and respected musician created new
standards, linked tradition with innovation,
challenged common assumptions, and re-
lentlessly pursued spiritual goals in his mu-
sic, which he aimed openly to use as a
means to help listeners see the beauty of
life. More than four decades after Col-
trane's death, it is this spiritual nature of
the music that has kept his sound alive -
and thriving - on the contemporary jazz
scene. Edited by prominent jazz musician
and scholar Leonard Brown, John Coltrane
and Black America's Quest for Freedom is
a timely exploration of Coltrane's sound
and its spiritual qualities as they relate to
Black American music culture and aspira-
tions for freedom. A wide-ranging collec-
tion of essays and interviews featuring
many of the most eminent figures in jazz
studies and performance--Tommy Lee
Lott, Anthony Brown, Herman Gray, Em-
mett G. Price lll, Dwight Andrews, Tammy
Kernodle, Salim Washington, Eric Jackson,
and TJ Anderson (foreword)-- the book ex-
amines the full spectrum of Coltrane's lega-
cy. Each essay approaches this theme
from a different angle, in both historical
and contemporary contexts, focusing on
how Coltrane became a quintessential ex-
ample of the universal and enduring quali-
ties of Black American culture. The contrib-
utors address Coltrane as the Black intel-
lectual, the visionary master of musical
syntax, the man and the media icon, and
ultimately the symbol of the spiritual core

of Black American music.

How were blacks in American slavery
formed, out of a multiplicity of African eth-
nic peoples, into a single people? In this
major study of Afro-American culture, Ster-
ling Stuckey, a leading thinker on black na-
tionalism for the past twenty years, ex-
plains how different African peoples inter-
acted during the nineteenth century to
achieve a common culture. He finds that,
at the time of emancipation, slaves were
still overwhelmingly African in culture, a
conclusion with profound implications for
theories of black liberation and for the fu-
ture of race relations in America. By ex-
amining anthropological evidence about
Central and West African cultural tradition-
s--Bakongo, Ibo, Dahomean, Mendi and
others--and exploring the folklore of the
American slave, Stuckey has arrived at an
important new cross-cultural analysis of
the Pan-African impulse among slaves that
contributed to the formation of a black
ethos. He establishes, for example, the
centrality of an ancient African ritual--the
Ring Shout or Circle Dance--to the black
American religious and artistic experience.
Black nationalist theories, the author
points out, are those most in tune with the
implication of an African presence in Ameri-
ca during and since slavery. Casting a
fresh new light on these ideas, Stuckey
provides us with fascinating profiles of
such nineteenth century figures as David
Walker, Henry Highland Garnet, and Fred-
erick Douglas. He then considers in detail
the lives and careers of W. E. B. Dubois
and Paul Robeson in this century, describ-
ing their ambition that blacks in American
society, while struggling to end racism,
take on roles that truly reflected their Afri-
can heritage. These concepts of black liber-
ation, Stuckey suggests, are far more rele-
vant to the intrinsic values of black people
than integrationist thought on race rela-
tions. But in a final revelation he con-
cludes that, with the exception of Paul
Robeson, the ironic tendency of black na-
tionalists has been to underestimate the
depths of African culture in black Ameri-
cans and the sophistication of the slave
community they arose from.

This new volume, replacing The Westmin-
ster Dictionary of Spirituality by Gordon S.
Wakefield (1983), stands as the definitive
reference work on all aspects of Christian
spirituality. Several years in the making
and comprised of more than 400 complete-
ly new entries, the Dictionary incorporates
the collective expertise of today's fore-
most scholars in the field of Christian spiri-
tuality. Systematically organized and al-
phabetically arranged for maximum ease
of use, the book includes comprehensive
bibliographies; a section of short essays

on the content, methods, and current de-
bates in the field; and reading lists to en-
courage additional reading and research.
Philip F. Sheldrake is Professor in the De-
partment of Theology and Religion, Univer-
sity of Durham.

The Handbook of African American Psychol-
ogy provides a comprehensive guide to
current developments in African American
psychology. It presents theoretical, empiri-
cal, and practical issues that are foundatio-
nal to African American psychology. It syn-
thesizes the debates in the field and re-
search designed to understand the psycho-
logical, cognitive, and behavioral develop-
ment of African Americans. The breadth
and depth of the coverage in this hand-
book offers both foundational material and
current developments. Although similar
topics will be covered in this text that are
included in other works, this will be the on-
ly work in which experts in the field write
on contemporary debates related to these
topics. Moreover, the proposed text incor-
porates other issues that are typically not
covered in related books. The contributing
authors also identify gaps in the literature
and point to future directions in research,
training, and practice. Key Features: Con-
tains the writings of renowned editors and
contributors: The most well-respected and
accomplished editors and authors in the
area of African American psychology, and
psychology in general, have come to-
gether to lend their expert analysis of is-
sues and research in this field. Designed
for course use: With a consistent format
from chapter to chapter and sections on
historical development, cutting-edge theo-
ries, assessment, intervention, methodolo-
gy, and development issues, instructors
will find this handbook appropriate for use
with upper-level undergraduate and gradu-
ate-level classes Offers unique coverage:
The authors discuss issues not typically
found in other books on African American
psychology, such as ethics, certification,
the gifted and talented, Hip-Hop and youth
culture, common misconceptions about
African Americans, and within-group differ-
ences related to gender, class, age, and
sexual orientation.

In the last few decades African-American
women have experienced a revival of spiri-
tuality and creative force, fashioning a
unique way to connect with the divine. In
"Soul Talk", Akasha Gloria Hull examines
this multifaceted spirituality that has both
fostered personal healing and functioned
as a formidable weapon against racism
and social injustice.

Traces the author's and African Americans
in general, historical roots and personal
and professional understanding of her cul-
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ture.

Black Elder Speaks is a collection of Dr.
Frederick Douglas Harper’s poetry and
prose on the topics of race, race relations,
Black consciousness, Black pride, racial
identity, and racism. In addition, Harper
speaks from years of acquired wisdom in
providing advice and insight on topics of
holistic health and rightful living. The book
is divided into seven major sections that in-
clude (a) Race, Racism, and Racial Strug-
gle, (b) Honoring Black Women, (c) Honor-
ing Black Men, (d) Honoring and Rearing
Black Children, (e) Black Culture, Health,
and Spirituality, (f) Black Consciousness
and Black Pride, and (g) Black Elders
Speaks on Life and from Wisdom (for exam-
ple, on themes of love, peace, giving, for-
giveness, purpose, freedom, truth,
courage, pain vs. pleasure, and spirituali-
ty). The book concludes with a number of
wise quotes and thoughts.

With a focus on the connected spiritual le-
gacy of the black Atlantic, Literary Expres-
sions of African Spirituality leads the way
to more comprehensive trans-geographi-
cal studies of African spirituality in black
art. With essays focusing on African spiritu-
ality in creative works by several trans-At-
lantic black authors across varying loca-
tions in the Ameri-Atlantic diaspora, this
collection reveals and examines their
shared spiritual cosmology. Diasporic in
scope, Literary Expressions of African Spiri-
tuality offers new readings of black litera-
tures through the prism of spiritual memo-
ry that survived the damaging impact of
trans-Atlantic slaving. This memory is a sig-
nificant thread that has often been missed
in the reading and teaching of the litera-
tures of the African diaspora. Essays in
this collection explore unique black angles
of seeing and ways of knowing that charac-

terize African spiritual presence and in-
fluence in trans-Atlantic black artistic pro-
ductions. Essays exploring works ranging
from turn-of-the-century African American
figure W.E.B. DuBois, South African nov-
elist Zakes Mda, Haitian novelists Edwidge
Danticat and Jacques Roumain, as well as
African belief systems such as Voudoun
and Candomble, provide a scope not yet
offered in a single published volume. This
collection explores the deep and often un-
conscious spiritual and psychosocial con-
nectedness of people of African descent in
the African and Ameri-Atlantic world.

Brian Ward is Lecturer in American History
at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne .;
This book is intended for american studies,
American history postwar social and cultur-
al history, political history, Black history,
Race and Ethnic studies and Cultural
studies together with the general trade mu-
sic.



